Letter of Understanding
Between the
Board of Education of School District No. 83 (North Okanagan -Shuswap)
And
North Okanagan -Shuswap Teachers' Association

Re: Minutes of Instruction and Length of the School Day - 2024/2025

This agreement was necessitated by changes to the Ministry of Education's Calendar
regulation and the parties have agreed that Article A.9 (Legislative Change) applies to this
situation and that the Collective Agreement has been impacted by these changes. Clauses that
have been impacted include D.28 Duration of the School Day, and D.4 Preparation Time.

It is understood that these terms of settlement apply only in School District No. 83 (North
Okanagan-Shuswap) and are not binding on any other district. Without precedent or prejudice
to either party, the parties acknowledge the following agreement:

1. This letter of understanding will be in force for the 2024-2025 school year only. Should
additional information or direction come from the Ministry during the 2024-2025
school year, the local parties agree that A.9 (Legislative Change) will apply.

2. Inrecognition of the uniqueness of the Kindergarten program, the District and NOSTA
will jointly develop a gradual entry plan for Kindergarten which utilizes up to 25 hours
of instructional time. This amount of time is currently above the minimum hours
required by the Calendar Regulation. The school staff or school Staff Committee may
provide recommendations to the Principal about the use of any remaining hours or
minutes, to be used for such things as early dismissal for reporting purposes and
parent teacher interviews.

3. The parties agree that in Elementary Schools with configurations including K-5, K-6,
and K-7, that early dismissal on the first and last day of the instructional year will be
adjusted to ensure that the required hours of instruction are scheduled. The school
staff or school Staff Committee may provide the principal with recommendations on
early dismissals for reporting purposes.

4. In Elementary Schools which include Grade 8 students, the hours of instruction for
Grade 8 students only, shall be the Secondary hours as per the Calendar Regulation.

5. Teachers who are working Secondary School hours of instruction in Elementary will be
provided with at least 12.5 percent preparation time. Preparation time will be
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prorated for all part-time teachers based on their F.T.E. assignment. The Elementary
prep time will be scheduled according to the Collective Agreement and any
subsequent LOUs between NOSTA and the District. The additional prep minutes may
be banked and scheduled in blocks, or half or full days.

6. To achieve the required hours of instruction in schools with a K-8 configuration, the
parties agree to forego the 15-minute recess for Grade 8 classes, and to either
lengthen the school's regularly scheduled lunch intermission by 10 minutes for Grades
K-7 or shorten it by 10 minutes for Grade 8. The lunch intermission for all teachers will
be no shorter than 35 minutes, with practice of a lunch intermission of 45 minutes
being acknowledged. The school staff or School Staff Committee will provide the
Principal with recommendation about the school timetable.

7. The District Acknowledges that Middle School teachers at the Grade 6 and 7 levels are
working more than the required number of instructional hours. For the 2024-2025
school year these teachers will receive middle school prep minutes and common team
planning time.

8. In High Schools with Grade 7 students, all teachers will follow the High School
timetable and will receive at least 12.5 percent preparation time. Preparation time will
be prorated for all part-time teachers based on their F.T.E. assignment.

9. The parties agree that the maximum hours in the calendar week shall not change for
Elementary, Middle or High School, as per the current Collective Agreement, or 25
hours at Elementary, 26.8 hours for Middle School and 27.5 hours for High School, plus
the agreed to extra minutes around the extra week of school closure at Spring Break.

10.The parties agree that the first day of school will be a non-instructional day with no
students present. Two minutes have already been included in the length of the school
day as per the examples below.

For clarity:
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K-7 minutes of instruction in Elementary Schools shall be 296/day, which includes 8 additional
minutes to facilitate school closure at Spring Break. The maximum length of a school day shall
be 311/day, not including lunch intermission.

Grade 6-8 minutes of instruction in Middle Schools shall be 309/day, which includes 8
additional minutes to facilitate school closure at Spring Break. The maximum length of a
school day shall be 319/day, not including lunch intermission.

Grade 8 minutes of instruction in Elementary shall be 321/day, which includes 8 additional
minutes to facilitate school closure at Spring Break. The maximum length of a school day
normally shall be 311/day for Elementary and 319/day for Middle School, not including lunch
intermission.

Secondary minutes of instruction shall be 321/day, which includes 9 additional minutes to
facilitate school closure at Spring Break. The maximum length of a school day shall be
331/day, not including lunch intermission.

Dated in Salmon Arm this 9\6 day of S\Af\e, ;2025

A ﬁfé&[

Miche}ﬂ(\auillou, Jessaél’.lark,
Assistant Superintendent - Human Resources President— NOSTA
SD83 North Okanagan-Shuswap North Okanagan-Shuswap Teacher’s Association
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